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acquired its own tariff, and Canadian customs passed
into the sole control of the local parliament.2 More-
over, when Britain, in 1854, authorized the Governor-
General, Lord Elgin, to sign, on behalf of the British
colonies in America, a treaty of reciprocal trade with
the United States, she admitted implicitly that it was
no longer possible for her to ignore the peculiar needs
of the colonies, though she retained the initiative in
what matters were to be undertaken.

The reader already knows that the union of British
provinces in North America, which was accomplished
in 1867 and completed by the middle of the twentieth
century, was both economic and political in its origin.
The Act, which consecrated and sealed the Union, and
wrhich can be considered as the terms of a pact of
which the law was the expression, repealed none of the
privileges formerly acquired. The degree of autonomy
attained by the provinces in their political, as in their
economic life, was in no way diminished. Because it
accomplished sometimes, as we have seen, in vague
and equivocal terms, the distribution of powers and
functions, the Act assigned to the federal and pro-
vincial governments the role that each was to play in
the general economy of the new nation. By agreement,
the regulation of trade, banks, money, railroads, and
the tariff, was placed under the legislative authority of
the federal Parliament.

It had been a difficult task to unite four provinces
2 The Canadian tariff of 1859 underlined the independence
that Canada had acquired in these matters by imposing duties on all
imports without distinction, on the products of Britain as well as on
those of other countries. In reality, this tariff was United Canada's
answer to Great Britain for having abolished, between 1846 and
1860, all the preferences enjoyed by colonial products.